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ELL PROGRAM OVERVIEW 
 

  
 

  
 

  
 

  

STEP 1:  Educational Approach 
 

Haynes must select a sound educational 
approach for providing English 
language development and meaningful 
program participation for its students. 

STEP 2: Identification 
 
Haynes is responsible for identifying all 
students potentially needing ELL 
services. The Home Language Survey is 
administered as a part of the registration 
process in the E. L. Haynes PCS. 

STEP 3:  Assessment 
 

Haynes is responsible for assessing the 
English language proficiency level of 
each potential ELL. 

STEP 4: Placement into ELL 
Program Services 
 
Haynes is responsible for providing its 
ELL students with a program of services 
consistent with its chosen educational 
approach. If parents refuse services, they 
may choose another program or method of 
instruction, if available. 

STEP 5:  Staffing and Resources 
 

Haynes is obligated to provide the 
necessary staffing and resources to 
implement its educational approach. 

STEP 6:  Transition from ELL Services 
 

Haynes is responsible for establishing exit 
criteria, based on guidance from OSSE, 
which determines when a student has 
sufficient English language proficiency to 
meaningfully participate in the general 
school program. 

STEP 7: Monitoring 
 

Haynes will ensure that students 
transitioned from the ELL program have 
the opportunity to meaningfully participate 
in the education program. Each ELL 
student is monitored annually to assess 
progress made and for two years upon 
exiting services. 

STEP 8:  Program Evaluation 
 

Haynes will develop evaluation 
procedures to periodically evaluate and 
revise, if necessary, its ELL program. 
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EDUCATIONAL THEORY AND INSTRUCTIONAL APPROACH 
 
E. L. Haynes Public Charter School values the diversity of its community. E. L. Haynes has developed its 
English Language Learning (ELL) program to support our students who are culturally and linguistically diverse.   
Our ELL program has students who speak a variety of languages.  
 
E. L. Haynes Public Charter School is committed to providing a quality education for all students, including 
those whose first language is one other than English. The instructional goal of the ELL program is to provide 
services to ELL students to improve or increase their English proficiency; thus, enabling them to function 
independently and to participate effectively in the general academic program. 
 
We use a Structured English Immersion (SEI) model in which all English Language Learners (ELLs) receive 
their primary core curriculum instruction through the general education instructional program for students 
functioning at ELL Levels 1-4. As a supplement to general classroom instruction, some ELL students receive 
generally scheduled instruction in Newcomers and ELL Enrichment classes, with emphasis on English language 
acquisition skills.  
 
The academic needs of ELL students are met through a variety of educational strategies, ELL instruction, 
tracking student progress and general content modifications, with emphasis placed on the development of the 
four language domains of listening, speaking, reading, and writing. 
 

 
 

GOAL DEVELOPMENT 
 

E. L. Haynes’ English Language Learner Program seeks to ensure that ELL students are quickly developing 
essential language skills to succeed in the general education program.  We’ve adopted the District of Columbia’s 
Annual Measurable Achievement Objectives (AMAOs) as our program goals.    
 

1. 64% of ELL students will gain 0.6 points on the ACCESS for ELLs assessment 
2. 19% of ELL students will attain proficiency (score of 5.0 or higher) as measured by the ACCESS for 

ELLs assessment 
3. ELL students will attain equal participation in the standard instructional program within a reasonable 

period of time. 
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LEGAL ISSUES 
 
The following is a synthesis of major legislation, court rulings, and regulations addressing ELL students: 
 
 
FEDERAL LAWS 
 
1964 Civil Rights Act, Title VI 
Prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin in any program or activity receiving Federal 
financial assistance.  ” 
 
 
1974 Equal Educational Opportunities Act (EEOA) 
Congress confirms that public schools and state educational agencies (SEAs) must act to overcome language 
barriers that impede equal participation by students in their instructional programs.   
 
2001 English Language Acquisition, Language Enhancement, and Academic Achievement Act, also 
known as Title III, Part A of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act  
Department of Education awards grants to SEAs, which in turn, award Federal funds through subgrants to 
school districts in order to improve the education of ELL students so that they learn English and meet state 
academic standards. 
 

 
SUPREME COURT 

 
1974 Lau v. Nichols 
Supreme Court decides that in order to comply with Title VI, schools must take affirmative steps to ensure that 
students with limited English proficiency (LEP) can meaningfully participate in their educational programs and 
services.   
 
1982 Plyer v. Doe 
States prohibited from denying free public education to children of undocumented immigrants, regardless of 
legal status. Schools are not agents for enforcing immigration law. 
 

 
FEDERAL COURT 

 
1981 Castañeda v. Pickard 
In determining whether a school district’s programs for EL students comply with federal civil rights laws, the 
following standards must be considered:  
 

(1) Whether the educational theory underlying the language assistance program is recognized as 
sound by some experts in the field or is considered a legitimate experimental strategy; 

(2) Whether the program and practices used by the school system are reasonably calculated to implement 
effectively the educational theory adopted by the school; and 

(3) Whether the program succeeds, after a legitimate trial, in producing results indicating that students’ 
language barriers are actually being overcome within a reasonable period of 
time. 
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GUIDELINES FOR REGISTRATION 
 

1. Proof of Age – A valid birth certificate, a valid passport, or other official document listing date and place 
of birth. Birth certificate is not “required.” Other documentation of birth date must be accepted in the 
absence of a valid birth certificate.1 

 
2. Registration Forms – School registration forms are completed and filed at the school. 

 
3. Home Language Survey Form – LEA-wide form is completed and signed by the parents of ALL 

NEW STUDENTS registering for grades K-12. 
 

Former school records, report cards, and/or transcripts are requested of the parents or guardians. If not 
available, information relating to the former school is needed to pursue the obtainment of these documents. 

 

IDENTIFICATION OF POTENTIAL ELL STUDENTS 

An ELL student shall be defined as an individual who: 
 
a. was not born in the United States or whose native language is a language other than English and 
comes from an environment where a language other than English is dominant; 

- or - 
b. is a Native American or Alaskan native or who is a native resident of the outlying areas and comes from 
an environment where a language other than English has had a significant impact on such  individual’s level 
of English language proficiency; 

- or - 
c. is migratory and whose first language is other than English and comes from an environment 
where a language other than English is dominant; 

- and - 
d. has sufficient difficulty speaking, reading, writing, or understanding the English language and whose 
difficulties may deny such individual the opportunity to learn successfully in classrooms where the language of 
instruction is English or to participate fully in our society. 
 
 E. L. Haynes Public Charter School identifies ELL students by means of a Home Language Survey (HLS) 
at the time of registration. (Appendix A). The home language survey is provided to families in the 6 most 
commonly spoken languages in the District of Columbia. The home language survey can also be translated 
or interpreted for additional languages as needed.  In addition, the school has an on-site Spanish interpreter 
to aid families who speak Spanish with the registration process.  For families who speak a language other 
than Spanish or English, we have access to a translator over the phone through the Language Line service.  
The operations team forwards all home language surveys to the Director of ELL at the end of each week 
during the enrollment period.   

                                                            
1 Information about place of birth will not be used to discriminate against students or their families. 
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The ELL Director identifies students who may qualify for English Language supplemental services by 
reviewing new student registration forms, if any response on the HLS indicates the use of a primary language 
other than English, by the student or an individual in the home, and past school records to identify students 
who may benefit from ELL support.  Upon identification, further assessment is conducted to determine the 
student’s English language proficiency level.   
 
However, the presence of a language other than English does not automatically signify that the student is not a 
competent and proficient speaker of English.  Students are identified as ELL when their composite score of the 
domains of listening, speaking, reading, writing, or comprehension is at a limited level. 
 
The ELL Director secures the ACCESS test scores of students who are new to E. L. Haynes PCS from other 
district schools.  If there are no scores on record, the ELL Directors coordinates  conducting diagnostic 
assessments (MODEL, W-APT, K-WAPT, Pre-IPT) within the first two weeks of school (or within the first two 
weeks of a student’s entry for mid-year registrants) to determine students’ levels of English proficiency and 
literacy skills.  Students who have been assessed using the WIDA ACCESS test and who receive an overall 
English Language Proficiency (ELP) level of 1-4 are eligible for ELL services.  Students who have not yet been 
identified as ELL will be screened in accordance with the chart below. 
 

Grade Level Test Administered Designations Eligible for ESL 
Services 

Pk3 & Pk4 

IPT 
*Pk4 students tested in 
the 2nd semester are 
tested with K-WAPT 

NES- Non-English Speaker, 
LES-Limited-English 
Speaker, FES- Fluent-
English Speaker 

NES, LES 

Kindergarten K-WAPT Low, Medium, High, 
Exceptional Low-High 

1-12 

WAPT 
*1st grade students tested 
in the 1st semester are 
tested with K-WAPT 

Levels 1-6 Level 1-4.9 

 
All students who score NES or LES in the IPT, Low-High in the K-WAPT, or Level 1 to Level 4.9 on the 
WAPT screener tests are eligible for ELL services. Beginning in Kindergarten, these students participate in the 
annual language proficiency test, ACCESS for ELLs™, each spring until they score an ELP level 5 or above, 
which indicates the student is English Proficient and should exit the program. 
Students who are identified as needing ELL services are then added to the ELL roster for the school year.  The 
Director of ELL keeps copies of all supporting documentation of the identification process in the student 
support services office confidential files.   
 
Teacher input will also be solicited to identify any additional students who may not have been identified. 
 
Families are notified via letter of their student’s status as an ELL student, including the type and nature of 
services to be provided and their benefits. Letters are translated into Spanish for Spanish-speaking families and 
for any other languages that makes up 3-5% of the school population.  Parents are also provided a copy of the 
test results used to make the determination.  Parents and guardians are given the option of declining services on 
behalf of their student.   
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ASSESSMENT OF LANGUAGE PROFICIENCY 
 
The World-Class Instructional Design Assessment consortium’s (WIDA) ACCESS for ELLs 2.0 assessment is 
the mandated summative state assessment tool used to determine the level of English proficiency for ELLs. 
Students take the ACCESS for ELLs 2.0 assessment each year in the spring until they are classified as fully 
English proficient.  This assessment is used to determine student performance in four English language 
proficiency domains: listening, speaking, reading and writing. Students in grades 1-12 take the test online, while 
students in Kindergarten and those taking the Alternate ACCESS for ELLs test take the paper-based version.  
Students receive scores in each of the four language domain as well as a composite score. The composite score 
determines the proficiency level. 
  
E. L. Haynes PCS does not have a bilingual model of instruction for ELL students. All ELL students are taught 
in the English language; therefore, ELL students are only assessed for their English language abilities.  
 
Any student who enrolls in E.L. Haynes PCS but does not already have an ACCESS for ELLs 2.0 score must 
take an OSSE approved screener test as outlined above.  For students in grades 2-12, that is the WIDA-ACCESS 
Placement Test (W-APT) or WIDA MODEL (Measure of Developing English Language) test.  For 
Kindergarten and first semester 1st graders, that is the Kindergarten W-APT*.  (If a 1st grader enrolled during the 
second semester, s/he would take the W-APT instead).  For 3- and 4-year-olds, that is the Pre-IPT test. 
 

ELL PROGRAM PLACEMENT 
 
Once ELL students are identified for placement in Haynes’s ELL instructional program, parents are notified 
of the placement.  

 
 The placement decision is noted on the ELL Student Placement Form, which is placed in the student’s 

cumulative record. 
 High school students assigned to an appropriate ELL class will meet according to the general 

schedule. 
 Fully English Proficient (FEP) students will be monitored by the ELL staff member(s) of the school for 

two school years following exit.  A FEP student may be entered back into services, if they are still struggle 
to achieve in their classes and are determined to need more language support.  This is a team decision 
based on a variety of data points. 

 
Factors to be considered in deciding whether a student should remain in ESL classes or exited from them 
include the following: 

 
 Standardized test scores 
 Academic achievement as measured by classroom assignments and tests 
 Observation of classroom behavior 
 Interviews with the student 
 Length of time in school 
 Student’s educational background 

 
The ELL instructor functions as a facilitator/coordinator in assisting the content-area teachers in 
accommodating, evaluating, and testing ELL students. Training will be provided for content-area teachers for 
modifying and/or adjusting instruction to meet the needs of ELL students. This requires collaboration between 
all teachers in order to ensure the students’ needs are met and they continue to progress. 
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ELL students will not be segregated from English proficient students unless necessary to implement their EL 
services.  ELL students will receive instruction in the EL Haynes core curriculum.  ELL students will be given 
the opportunity to participate special programs and interventions provided to other students in the school if 
eligible.  ELL students are also provided the opportunity to participate in extracurricular activities that are 
available. 

 
*Note: Lack of English proficiency shall not be the determinant for placement below the age 
appropriate grade level. 
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SPECIAL EDUCATION SERVICES 
 
When deemed necessary, any ELL student at E. L. Haynes Public Charter School may also receive special 
education services on the same basis as English-proficient students. 

 
Identification and referral for special education services for ELL students will operate in the same way as it 
does for English-proficient students.  

 
Assessments and other evaluation materials used to evaluate ELL students will be “provided and administered 
in the child’s native language or other mode of communication and in the form most likely to yield accurate 
information on what the child knows and can do academically, developmentally, and functionally, unless it is 
clearly not feasible to so provide or administer.   
 
A student cannot be determined to be a child with a disability if the “determinant factor” is limited English 
proficiency and if the student does not otherwise meet the definition of a “child with a disability” under the 
IDEA. 
 
If an ELL student is also identified as a student with a disability, the IEP team will consider, among other 
things, the student’s language needs.  In order to do so, the IEP team will include EL Haynes staff who are 
familiar with the student’s language needs. 
 
ELL students may also be considered for eligibility under Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 as 
appropriate.  As with evaluations under the IDEA, Section 504 evaluations of ELL students will measure 
whether an ELL student has a disability and not reflect the student’s lack of proficiency in English. When 
administering written or oral evaluations to determine whether an ELL student has a disability under Section 
504, EL Haynes will administer those evaluations in an appropriate language to avoid misclassification 

 

ELL STUDENT PARTICIPATION IN STATEWIDE TESTING PROGRAM 
 
English Language Learners are expected to participate in all aspects of the PARCC. Only ELL students who 
have been in the U.S. for less than a year are exempt from taking the Reading portion of the PARCC test.  
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TESTING ACCOMMODATIONS FOR ELLS 
  
English Language Learners are entitled to testing accommodations to ensure that an assessment measures the 
student’s knowledge and skills rather than his/her English proficiency. Accommodations permitted are aligned 
to those permitted by the OSSE and may vary slightly from year to year. For the most current accommodations, 
please check the OSSE website at http://osse.dc.gov/service/testing-accommodations. 

PROMOTION AND RETENTION POLICY FOR ELLS 
 
ELLs may not be retained based upon their English Proficiency Level. Promotion criteria for ELLs who also 
receive Special Education services are aligned with the individual student’s IEP. All decisions regarding 
promotion or retention of ELLs must be made by instructional teams that include the ELL teacher, classroom 
teacher, Special Education teacher (if applicable), Principal, and the ELL Director. 

STAFFING AND RESOURCES 
 
The ELL Director has oversight of the ELL program.  The ELL Director works with the ELL teachers, school 
staff, the Director of Curriculum and Instruction, and the Assistant Director(s) and Director of Student Support 
Services to coordinate services for ELL students. 
 

E. L. Haynes PCS is committed to maintaining a staff adequate for serving its ELL population. ELL teachers are 
assigned to the schools where the greatest numbers of ELL students are enrolled.  

ELL MONITORING AND EXIT PROCEDURES 
 
E. L. Haynes follows the state and federal guidelines for exiting students from the program and monitoring their 
progress for two years.  When a student achieves a 5.0 or above overall composite score on the ACCESS for 
ELLs 2.0 test, they are exited from the program and his/her family is notified of the change in program status to 
monitoring status.  The ELL teacher or director begins to monitor the student’s progress in the general 
education program through the review of quarterly progress reports, review of interim assessments, and meetings 
with general education teachers.  This monitoring phase lasts two years.   
 
If a student is found to need additional support to succeed and causes other than language development have 
been ruled out, he/she will receive support from the ELL teacher.  Parents have an opportunity to opt-out of 
this support if they do not wish for their student to receive it.  If teacher or parent concern continues to arise, 
students will be put on an AS3 (Academic and Social Student Support Team) Plan. The AS3 Team (comprised of 
grade-specific classroom teachers, specialists, and administrators) meets weekly to devise, execute, and six-week 
plans for 3-4 students, who have been of the most concern. If progress is not being made, and all other causes 
are ruled out, student may take another English Language placement exam and, depending on the score, reenter 
the ELL Program. 
 
Although informal assessments (logs, anecdotal records, journals, checklists, questionnaires, reading and writing 
exercises, etc.) of ELL students’ progress are ongoing, the formal instrument used to assess an ELL 
student’s readiness to exit the ELL program is the WIDA ACCESS for ELLs 2.0 Test. A student must 
achieve a composite score of 5.0 or above to be considered fully English proficient and exit from receiving 
services regardless of the student’s grade. 
 
The school is required to notify parents that their child has reached monitored status. (Appendix D) 

Note: The parents/guardians may withdraw their children from the ELL program at any time by 
  

 

http://www.osse.dc.gov./
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ELL PROGRAM EVALUATION 
 
E. L. Haynes Public Charter School will evaluate its ELL program to determine whether it is enabling ELL 
students to overcome language barriers and meaningfully participate in the instructional program.  If it is 
determined that the ELL program is not producing the desired results, modifications to the program will be 
made.  To determine success of the ELL program, EL Haynes will determine whether the program is meeting 
its established goals.   
 
The evaluation process will consist of a review of the implementation of the program, including instructional 
delivery and achievement results.  Longitudinal data will be reviewed, including but not necessarily limited to, 
achievement scores, graduation rates, drop-out rates, retention rates, rates of participation in advanced 
courses and will compare the performance of ELL students, former ELL students and English-proficient 
students who never received ELL services.   
 
Haynes will strive to meet accountability standards for Title III as outlined in the three AMAO performance 
objectives. Therefore, administrators as well as ELL teachers will monitor the Haynes’s ELL program in order 
to meet English Language Proficiency standards and academic achievement as follows: 

 
 
 AMAO 1 Progress: annual increase in the percentage of LEP students making progress in learning English.  
 
 AMAO 2 Proficiency: annual increase in the percentage of LEP students attaining English proficiency.  
 
 AMAO 3 AMO: meeting Annual Measurable Objectives (AMO) for the LEP subgroup per DC ESEA Flexibility 
Waiver.  
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E. L. HAYNES PCS PLAN SUMMARY 
 

  
 
 

  

Component 4: Parental and Community 
Involvement 

 
E.L. Haynes will ensure a better 
relationship with parents of ELL students 
through general contact and parental 
engagement activities to help parents with 
the education of their children. E.L. 
Haynes utilizes interpreters and 
translators to work with parents and 
students. 

   
 

       L 
      

       ers 
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      vels 
      cess. 

       s as a 
     

Component 2: Annual Measurable 
Achievement Objectives 

 
ELL teachers will teach English Language 
Learners in the general education program 
each day to help them become proficient in 
the English language and they will use 
AMAOs as outlined by OSSE as a guide 
for mastery of the English language by 
ELL students. Instruction will target the 
AMAO achievement objectives. 

Component 1: Programs/Activities 
 
 

ELL Teachers will continue to use whole 
group, small group, pullout, inclusion and 
individual instructional strategies to help 
ELL students become proficient in English. 
Instructors will continue to use a variety of 
teaching resources, materials and courseware 
as instructional tools. 

Component 6: Evaluation and 
Achievement 

 
ELL teachers will continue to evaluate 
ELL students throughout the school year. 
The test data is used to determine if the 
district’s ELL program is effective. E.L. 
Haynes expects ELL teachers to help all 
ELL students become proficient in the 
English language and to master subject 
area content as required by NCLB. 
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HOME LANGUAGE SURVEY 

Appendix A 
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WIDA PERFORMANCE LEVELS 

Appendix B 
 
 
 

PERFORMANCE 
LEVEL 

 
 

PERFORMANCE LEVEL DEFINITION 

6 - Reaching 

 Specialized or technical language reflective of the content area at grade 
level 

 A variety of sentence lengths of varying linguistic complexity in 
extended oral or written discourse as required by the specified grade 
level 

 Oral or written communication in English comparable to 
proficient English peers 

5 - Bridging 

 The technical language of the content areas 
 A variety of sentence lengths of varying linguistic complexity in 

extended oral or written discourse, including stories, essays, or reports 
 Oral or written language approaching comparability to that of English 

proficient peers when presented with grade level material 

4 - Expanding 

 Specific and some technical language of the content areas 
 A variety of sentence lengths of varying linguistic complexity in oral 

discourse or multiple, related paragraphs 
 Oral or written language with minimal phonological, syntactic, or 

semantic errors that do not impede the overall meaning of the 
communication when presented with oral or written connected 
discourse with occasional visual and graphic support 

3 - Developing 

 General and some specific language of the content areas 
 Expanded sentences in oral interaction or written paragraphs 
 Oral or written language with phonological, syntactic, or semantic errors 

that may impede the communication but retain much of its meaning 
when presented with oral or written, narrative, or expository descriptions 
with occasional visual and graphic support 

2 - Beginning 

 General language related to the content areas 
 Phrases or short sentences 
 Oral or written language with phonological, syntactic, or semantic errors 

that often impede the meaning of the communication when presented 
with one to multiple-step commands, directions, questions, or a series of 
statements with visual and graphic support 

1 - Entering 

 Pictorial or graphic representation of the language of the content areas 
 Words phrases, or chunks of language when presented with one-step 

commands, directions, WH-questions, or statements with visual and 
graphic support 
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Assessments Possible Levels 

ACCESS for ELLs™  (ACCESS)  or 
WIDA ACCESS Placement Test (W-APT)  or 
WIDA Measure of Developing English (MODEL) 
 
This test assesses a student’s English fluency in listening, 
speaking, reading, and writing.  Test results will indicate that a 
student has an Entering (1), Beginning (2), Developing (3), 
Expanding (4), Bridging (5), or Reaching (6) Level of English 
proficiency.   
 
*Level 5 and above is considered English proficient. 

Spring 2015 
Fall 2015 
Fall 2015 
 
 Level 1:  Entering 
 Level 2:  Beginning 
 Level 3:  Developing 
 Level 4:  Expanding 
 Level 5:  Bridging  
 Level 6:  Reaching 
 

Kindergarten WIDA ACCESS Placement Test  
(K-WAPT) 
This test assesses a student’s English fluency in listening, 
speaking, reading, and writing.  Test results will indicate that a 
student has beginning, limited skills, or fluent skills in English. 
 
*Exceptional Level is considered English proficient 

Fall 2015 
 
 Low Level  
 Mid-Level   
 High Level  
 Exceptional Level 
 

Pre-IPT Oral Test, Ages 3-5 (Pre-IPT) 
 
This test assesses a student’s English fluency in listening and 
speaking. Test results will indicate that a student has a 
Beginning (A), Early Intermediate (B), and Intermediate (B), 
Early Advanced (C), or Advanced (D) Level of English 
proficiency. 
 
*Level D (age 3) and Level E (ages 4 and 5) are considered 
English proficient. 

Fall 2015 
 
 Level A:  Beginning 
 Level B:  Early Intermediate 
 Level B:  Intermediate (age 3) 
 Level C:  Early Advanced (age 
3) Intermediate (age 4) 
 Level D:  Advanced (age 3) 
Early Advanced (age 4) 
 Level E: Advanced (age 4) 
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ELL SERVICES PARENT NOTIFICATION FORM 

Appendix C 
 
 
September 24, 2015 
 
Dear Parent/Guardian of «First_Name» «Last_Name», 
 
We are writing to inform you of your student’s English language learning status for the 2015-2016 school year. Each year, 
all parents are required to complete the Home Language Survey.  This survey is used to identify students who may need 
additional instruction to develop listening, speaking, reading and/or writing fluency in English. Because our records 
indicate that your child speaks or understands a language other than English at home, or was born outside of the country, 
your child was assessed to ensure that he/she has appropriate instructional support. 
 
The results of these assessments show that your child is an English language learner (ELL) and would benefit from 
additional language instruction.  When your child demonstrates proficiency (Level 5) on the ACCESS for ELLs™ English 
language proficiency test, he/she will no longer receive extra English language support and will be exited from ELL 
services.  We will carefully monitor your child for two years after exiting to make sure that he/she is successful without 
additional support in the general education program. Your child took the «Assessment» assessment in «Year» and 
scored at a Level «Level».  If you would like more detailed information about these results, please contact me at (202) 
667-4446 x3523 or dmartins@elhaynes.org.  You may also speak with your child’s ELL teacher, «Case_Manager».  
 
Your child will receive instruction from both the general education teachers and an ELL teacher who has been trained to 
help children learn English and academic skills appropriate for his/her age group.  Although most research shows that 
students commonly take 5 to 7 years to develop full English proficiency, many students develop proficiency in a much 
shorter period of time.  Children in this program must meet the same challenging academic and achievement standards as children in 
their grade level general education program.  Educational research shows that this is the best way to ensure that your child will 
succeed in school.  Your child’s teacher will receive the assessment results so that your child’s instruction can be tailored to 
fit his/her individual strengths and need areas. At E. L. Haynes, the following instructional programs are used—your 
child qualifies for the «Program» program(s). 
 

Content Based ELL Instructional Program 
The academic content areas of English/Language Arts, Social Studies, Science and Mathematics are used as the 
vehicle for language learning to ensure that students master academic content and performance standards.  
Instruction is delivered in the content classroom or in a small group inside or outside of the room. Instruction is 
primarily in English although native language support is provided when necessary and when possible.  
 
Newcomer English Program 
Students who score between levels 1 and 3 on the ACCESS test, and who have been in the United States for three 
years or less, work with an ELL teacher on developing their social and academic English.  Instruction is delivered 
in a small group outside of the classroom.  Instruction is primarily in English although native language support is 
provided when necessary and when possible. 
 
ELL Enrichment Program 
Students who score a level 3 or 4 on the ACCESS test are eligible to receive intensive content based language 
instruction in our enrichment groups.  The academic content areas are used as the vehicle for language learning 
while students further develop their proficiency in listening, speaking, reading, and writing.  Instruction is delivered 
in a small group outside of the classroom and is taught in English.   

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
In addition, if your child has an Individualized Education Program (IEP), your child’s special education teacher will 
forward information on the needs outlined in your child’s IEP to your child’s ELL teacher to ensure that all services 

mailto:dmartins@elhaynes.org
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provided to your child are coordinated and appropriate. 
 
Although we highly recommend that you allow your child to participate in the ELL program, you have the right to remove 
him/her from this program by writing a letter to me requesting that your child be exempted from the ELL program.  If 
you have any questions or need additional information, please do not hesitate to contact me.  E. L. Haynes Public Charter 
School is committed to ensuring the achievement of all students.  We look forward to working with you to ensure your 
child’s success this school year! 
 
 
Best regards, 
 
Deena Martins 
Director of English Language Learning 
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PROGRAM EXIT PARENT NOTIFICATION FORM 

Appendix D 
 

 
September 24, 2015 
 
Dear Parent/Guardian: 
 
This letter is to inform you that your child, «First_Name» «Last_Name», has progressed to a level of English 
language and academic proficiency which will mean that he/she will no longer receive English Language 
Learning (ELL) services during the 2015-2016 school year. This decision is based on your child reaching a Level 
5 or 6 overall score on the ACCESS for ELLs test.   
 
E. L. Haynes takes seriously the decision to exit students from ELL services. Students who have demonstrated 
academic language proficiency on the ACCESS for ELLs or academic success on the PARCC assessment have 
demonstrated strong English language and academic skills. These scores are used as indicators of a student’s 
readiness for exit from ELL services. “Readiness” for success in the general education program may vary from 
one student to another and from one subject to another for the same student. Students who exit ELL services 
often go on to achieve at the highest levels. However, some students exited from language programs may need 
additional support to perform successfully in the general education program. 
 
To ensure academic success, your child’s performance will be monitored over the course of the next 
two consecutive school years. Your child will be provided with additional assistance or may return to ELL 
services, if needed. You will be notified if any changes to your child’s academic program become necessary. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact me at (202) 667-4446 x3523 or dmartins@elhaynes.org.  If we do not 
hear from you, we will assume your agreement, and your child will exit the ELL program at E. L. Haynes.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Deena Martins 
Director of English Language Learning  
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ELL CHECKLIST FOR MONITORED STUDENTS (2 YEARS) 

Appendix E 
 
 
Under the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001, Title III, Public Law 107-110, Subpart 2 Accountability and 
Administration, Sec. 3121. Evaluations, all ELL students that have exited the ELL program and no longer receive 
services must be monitored for two years. For compliance to the federal statute, the ELL director shall complete an ELL 
Monitoring Checklist for each “monitored” ELL student three times a year. The checklist will provide important 
information to the ELL director and ensure a student’s successful transition into the general classroom. 

 

Name of Student:  Circle        Monitored Year: 1 2 

School Year:     Grade:     Date:     

 
Yes        No        
                          The student’s English language is proficient and does not create a barrier for the continued  
                          growth and development of the English language. 



 

 

24 

     The student is making adequate academic progress in both oral and written communication. 

      The student is passing subjects you teach with grades no lower than a “C,” and making adequate gains 
in acquiring new knowledge. 

      The student’s state test scores are at or above the proficiency level. 

      The student works well independently in class, with little or no assistance from the teacher. 

      The student has a good attendance record. 

      The student has few or no office referrals for discipline. 

      The student interacts socially with other students. 

      Teacher-parent conferences indicate that the student is making adequate progress in the general 
classroom without receiving ELL services. 

      The student shows no need for special accommodations or modifications to enhance academic 
performance. 

       Classroom performance and assessments indicate that the student should receive ELL services. 

ELL DirectorSignature:    
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GLOSSARY 
 
 
BICS: Basic interpersonal communication skills. The language ability required for verbal face-to-face 
communication. 

CALP: Cognitive academic language proficiency. The language ability required for academic achievement. 

Content-based English as a Second Language: This approach makes use of instructional materials, learning 
tasks, and classroom techniques from academic content areas as the vehicle for developing language, content, 
cognitive and study skills. English is used as the medium of instruction. 

Dual Language Program: Also known as two-way or developmental, the goal of these bilingual programs is 
for students to develop language proficiency in two languages by receiving instruction in English and another 
language in a classroom that is usually comprised of half native English speakers and half native speakers of the 
other language. 

ELL: English language learner. A national-origin-minority student who is limited-English-proficient. This term 
is often preferred over limited-English-proficient (LEP) as it highlights accomplishments rather than deficits. 

English as a Second Language (ESL): A program of techniques, methodology and special curriculum 
designed to teach ELL students English language skills, which may include listening, speaking, reading, writing, 
study skills, content vocabulary, and cultural orientation. ESL instruction is usually in English with little use of 
native language. 

FEP: Fluent (or fully) English proficient. 

Informed Parental Consent: The permission of a parent to enroll their child in an ELL program, or the refusal 
to allow their child to enroll in such a program, after the parent is provided effective notice of the educational 
options and the district's educational recommendation. 

Language Dominance: Refers to the measurement of the degree of bilingualism, which implies a comparison 
of the proficiencies in two or more languages. 

Language Proficiency: Refers to the degree to which the student exhibits control over the use of language, 
including the measurement of expressive and receptive language skills in the areas of phonology, syntax, 
vocabulary, and semantics and including the areas of pragmatics or language use within various domains or social 
circumstances. Proficiency in a language is judged independently and does not imply a lack of proficiency in 
another language. 

LEP: Limited-English-proficient. (See ELL) 

Maintenance Bilingual Education (MBE): MBE, also referred to as late-exit bilingual education, is a program 
that uses two languages, the student's primary language and English, as a means of instruction. The instruction 
builds upon the student's primary language skills and develops and expands the English language skills of each 
student to enable him or her to achieve proficiency in both languages, while providing access to the content 
areas. 

NEP: Non-English-proficient. 

Newcomer Program: Newcomer pro-grams are separate, relatively self-contained educational interventions 
designed to meet the academic and transitional needs of newly arrived immigrants. Typically, students attend 

http://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/ell/glossary.html#ell
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these programs before they enter more traditional interventions (e.g., English language development programs or 
mainstream classrooms with supplemental ESL instruction). 

Sheltered English Instruction: An instructional approach used to make academic instruction in English 
understandable to ELL students. In the sheltered classroom, teachers use physical activities, visual aids, and the 
environment to teach vocabulary for concept development in mathematics, science, social studies, and other 
subjects. 

Structured English Immersion Program: The goal of this program is acquisition of English language skills so 
that the ELL student can succeed in an English-only mainstream classroom. All instruction in an immersion 
strategy program is in English. Teachers have specialized training in meeting the needs of ELL students, 
possessing either a bilingual education or ESL teaching credential and/or training, and strong receptive skills in 
the students' primary language. 

Submersion Program: A submersion program places ELL students in a regular English-only program with little 
or no support services on the theory that they will pick up English naturally. This program should not be 
confused with a structured English immersion program. 

Transitional Bilingual Education Program: This program, also known as early-exit bilingual education, 
utilizes a student's primary language in instruction. The program maintains and develops skills in the primary 
language and culture while introducing, maintaining, and developing skills in English. The primary purpose of a 
TBE program is to facilitate the ELL student's transition to an all English instructional program while receiving 
academic subject instruction in the native language to the extent necessary. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: Office of Civil Rights  http://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/ell/glossary.ht  
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